WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
defences in the north would have proved useless against an attack
from Austria from the south. The most optimistic Czech General
with whom-1 subsequently discussed the question as to how long the
Czechs could have held out mentioned four months. Personally,
I was pretty sure at the time, and am more so now, that four weeks
would have been the maximum. After Munich Goering told me forty-
eight hours would have sufficed. He was thinking in terms of his Air
Force, and so far as that goes he was probably not far wrong. Even
if Czechoslovakia had been able to hold out for four months, it could
in that time have obtained no effective support from either the French
or ourselves, and the devastation of Bohemia and Moravia and the loss
of life would simply have been by that much greater. Poland and
Hungary would have stabbed it in the back, as Russia did Poland a
year later. There was just one thing and one only which the Czechs,
if they had fought, might have done to help the Allied cause, and that
was if they had had the foresight and resolution to destroy completely
and utterly the great Skoda armament factories. Whether they would
have done this, or thought of doing this, or indeed have had time to
do it, is very doubtful.
Forwhatwas Czechoslovakia, if the truth be told—and certainly the
British public never has yet been told. A very able colleague of mine,
while Minister at Prague, beginning a despatch to the Foreign Office,
wrote, "There is no such thing as Czechoslovakia." It was not a
remark calculated to endear him to his superior authorities, but it was
largely true. The old Austro-Hungarian Empire had been carefully
dissected at Versailles on the principles of self-determination and
nationality, and at the same time a microcosm of it called Czecho-
slovakia, based on complete disregard of those principles, was created
in order to constitute a sort of buffer state to Germany. Of its
15,000,000 inhabitants, about half, between 7,000,000 and 8,000,000,
were Czechs, rather more than 2,000,000 were Slovaks, rather less than
3,500,000 were Sudeten Germans, about 1,500,000 were Hungarians,
and the rest Poles, Ruthenes, and Jews.
There was of course much superficial and, in the north, geographical
justification for it. Bismarck before the era of aeroplanes and with his
eye on the circle of mountains which so clearly define the boundaries
of Bohemia in the north had said, <fWho holds Bohemia, holds Central
Europe." After the defeat of Germany it could not but appear
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